Premenstrual levels of 17 beta oestradiol and progesterone in plasma in cycles of short and normal luteal phase length.
Premenstrual levels of 17 beta oestradiol and progesterone in plasma were compared between cycles of short or normal luteal phase length. Levels of progesterone and 17 beta oestradiol were higher premenstrually in cycles with short luteal phase lengths (11 or less days) that in cycles of normal luteal phase length (12 or more days). These findings suggest that reduction in the length of the luteal phase may arise because of a changed response of endometrium to withdrawal of 17 beta oestradiol and progesterone.